be welcomed. The final chapter, on benefits, limitations, and the future of pulmonary rehabilitation, provides a sobering summary of what might be achieved, and emphasizes once more that the major problem is that of educationfor doctors, patients and the 'health care team' to improve the lot of what some would dismiss as the 'pulmonary cripple', a term which finds no place in this provocatively stimulating book. D C FLENLEY (carried out in 1981 ) designed to answer two questions: (1) Were the observed differences between the systems of care due to the systems themselves, or [to] some previously undiscovered differences between the women in the two systems? (2) What did the women themselves feel about the two systems of care?
The experiences and feelings of 171 women were examined in some detail (from an eligible study group of 241 -less than 1% of all those delivered in the Oxford Region during the same three months, I estimate). It seems to me less important to determine whether any differences shown are statistically significant than to praise those involved for caring enough about the feelings of these women to formulate and ask the questions. If every maternity unit, of whatever kind, and every general practice read this booklet and translated its messages, both explicit and implicit, into action and into audit, fewer women would have cause to comment, as one did in this study: 'I didn't see the doctor for six days. He checked the baby while I was in the loo. The only way I knew that the doctor was there was that the baby's nightie was inside out and his mitts were off'. There is now a plethora of examinations available for investigating the biliary tract. It is sometimes difficult to unravel the complexity of applications, advantages and shortcomings of newer methods and refinements of old techniques. Some of the procedures are firmly in the domain of the clinician, while others depend on the radiologist. While variation in the availability of equipment and local expertise determines local preferences, the close cooperation of radiologist and clinician is a prerequisite for the rational diagnosis and management of hepatobiliary disease.
D G WILSON Editorial Representative
This book is derived from a conference held in Basel during October 1983. The contributors are mainly from Europe, with some from the United States, United Kingdom and Japan. Short chapters deal with laparoscopy, ERCP, cholangiography, angiography, ultrasound, computed tomography and nuclear magnetic resonance, as well as biopsy and therapeutic procedures. Almost a quarter of the book is devoted to radionuclide imaging. Some of the techniques, for instance intraoperative cholangioscopy, ultrasonic endoscopy and operative ultrasound examination of the bile ducts, will be generally unfamiliar in this country.
Within the conference format there is some repetition and conflicting opinion. The holistic approach to diagnostic problems is sometimes confused by the obvious preferences of the various experts. Nevertheless, this monograph is a useful synopsis of contemporary experience and developments. Those concerned with the management and imaging of liver and biliary tract disease would find this an interesting and often provocative book, which would also provide useful revision for postgraduate examinations. The illustrations and general presentation are of a very high standard. G H WHThOUSE
Professor of Radiodiagnosis

University of Liverpool
Complications of Surgery in General J A R Smith pp 241 £14.50 ISBN 0-7020-0983-0 London: Bailliere Tindall 1984 This volume is intended to form part of a series devoted to the complications of surgery. The series editor believes there is a need for reference books providing advice to surgical trainees on all aspects of surgical complications. The whole work will comprise 17 volumes on all aspects of surgery but the present volume discusses the problems common to surgical patients. Thirteen short chapters co'ver wound healing, infection, venous thrombosis and bleeding, as well as less predictable choices such as drug-induced complications and problems with resuscitation.
I confess to serious doubts about the value of books devoted solely to complications. I feel complications are better considered as part of the total management of a patient. However, in the case of this volume at least, I have been won over by the excellence of the writing, illustrations and layout. The author writes clearly and simply. He gives comprehensive advice in a succinct but highly readable style. The book is well produced with line illustrations of high quality which are attractive but pertinent to the text. I found myself in agreement on almost every point and I like the fair way that attention is drawn to persisting controversies.
Parts of this book seem ideal for final year students and-some who read it for me agreed enthusiastically. Candidates for final iRcs might find the contents too general for their purposes. I would hope that no one taking FRcs sti}l needs advice on the basic management of common surgical problems. None the less, candidates for primary FRCS will find it a convenient source for revision of some aspects not well covered in either basic science or surgical textbooks.
It is pleasant to see a book of this quality produced at a modest price. I shall keep it on-my bookshelf as a source of reference for talks to clinical students, and I recommend it as a useful addition to hospital and medical school libraries. This book is a concise but comprehensive account of the chemotherapy of human parasitic diseases, primarily with drugs currently in use but including some of historical importance or approaching clinical trials. Three chapters cover general considerations, principles of chemotherapy and drug development for parasitic diseases. Major protozoal infections are considered in seven separate chapters, with minor protozoa in an eighth. Helminths are covered in four chapters: intestinal nematodes, other nematodes, trematodes and cestodes. Recommended treatment for specific protozoal and helminth infec-tions, with possible adverse reactions, are listed in separate appendices, and a third appendix gives greater detail for antimalarial schizonticides, paying special attention to resistant strains.
The general approach is to describe the natural history of a parasite, its classifica-tion and clinical disease presentation, before considering techniques for drug evaluation and the basis for treatment. The present position and future prospects of chemotherapy are then discussed. Extensive text references are omitted in favour of a final reading list of selected textbooks. Simple -illustrations amplify the readable text. The reader obtains a broad outline, in the light of their structure, mode of action and pharmacokinetics, of the rationale for using specific drugs for each parasite.
This book-was written primarily for medical students but, as the authors suggest, also provides an up-to-date manual for practising clinicians andteachers. Research workers in many other disciplines will find it particularly useful in view of its wide perspective. R F STURROCK This book is one of the latest to be published in a useful series dealing with cancer treatment and research, which started in 1981. It aims to cover recent advances across the whole -clinical' feld, especially new approaches to treatment and the promising areas of research. The editor is himself an innovator in the treatment field and has a solid research background. He has gathered together 40 contributors mostly American, with a few Europeans although not one from'the UK.
The book is divided into thr'ee parts dealing in turn with surgical treatment, radiation 'therapy and advances in chemotherapy and immunotherapy. Individual chapters are written by established authorities from prestigious institutions. Surgically there is proper emphasis on combined therapy for the majority of tumours, also on repair and rehabilitation. The full range of modern treatment is dealt with, including adjuvant' chemotherapy-and thermotherapy. The growing impact of cytotoxic chemotherapy and the possibilities for immunotherapy are of added interest.
The book is well set up, easy to read, with simple line drawings and good illustrations. Most chapters have comprehensive and useful references. It will be of value 'to those with commitments in this important field. 
H J SHAW
